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Unlawfulness in Turkey between 2013 and 
2021 due to  gross violation of Human Rights 
and Freedoms

“Because silence is the greatest enemy of  
human rights”

Unlawfulness
 in Turkey
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In this brochure;  the violation of fundamental and 
universal human rights such as the right to life, the right to respect for 
private and family life, the right to property and the right to a fair trial 

in Turkey are examined. 

The findings in the brochure are presented chronologically, with 
information compiled from reports of local and international institutions 

and open sources.

The study analyzes the period between 2013 - April 2021 to determine 
whether or not there is an independent and impartial judiciary and a 
fair trial in Turkey. Additionally, it reviews the  outcomes of the political 

intervention in the judicial proceedings.

It also examines whether the current administration abuses the 
international mechanisms to capture dissidents abroad and the 

extradition requests lack legal basis and are politically motivated.

The data and examples published in the brochure have been selected 
among a large number of cases to show the whole framework.

April 2021
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The ruling AKP came to power in 2002. 
Erdogan pledged democratization reforms in line with EU values 
and to raise the bar for democracy in Turkey. In the early years 

of his rule, 
Erdogan Government made significant progress in the EU 

accession process, and the economy improved. Yet Erdogan 
referred to a heavy Islamic rhetoric at every opportunity to 

influence the conservative segment of the country. 
As a result, a large segment of the population supported 

Erdogan.

As the AKP Government became powerful, it tended to be 
authoritarian, moved away from EU values, and associated with 

unlawfulness and corruption.

Information  About 
Turkey’s

Current Situation
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MASS DETENTIONS DURING THE GEZI PARK PROTESTS

Turkey experienced the first example of mass arrests 
during the protests at Istanbul’s Taksim “Gezi Park” 
when the Government decided to construct a 
shopping centre in the famous park. 

Anti-government demonstrations quickly spread across 
the country. The Government dispersed the 
demonstrations by using excessive force. 

Erdogan claimed that the Gezi Park protests were the 
actions of “terrorists and illegal organizations” who 
endeavoured to hinder the rise of Turkey. (1)

5,513 of the 3.5 million people who participated in 
the protests were detained. (2)

https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/europe/turkish-police-raid-gezi-park-after-erdogan-warning-1.294746
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/78-percent-of-gezi-park-protest-detainees-were-alevis-report--58496
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BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION 
OPERATIONS ON 

17 AND 25 DECEMBER 2013

On December 17, 2013, large-scale corruption and 
bribery operations were launched, including family mem-
bers of some ministers, senior bureaucrats and business-
men. Most of the suspects were detained. The investiga-
tion concerned sanction-breaking “gas for gold” money 
laundering deal with Iran. Reza Zarrab, the Turkish-Iranian 
merchant who bribed the ministers, was heading the 
scheme.  

Erdogan described the bribery and corruption operation 
as a political operation targeting the Government and 
the economy. “My government is a victim of a plot,” 
Erdogan said. (3)

https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-rocked-by-corruption-scandal/a-17324458
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MILLIONS OF US $ AND TURKISH LIRA
STASHED IN SHOEBOXES

Large sums of money stashed in shoeboxes and large safe boxes in 
the suspects’ houses were  found and filmed by the police which later 
was broadcasted in mainstream media.

Tapped phone conversations when the scandal broke out  revealed 
that Erdogan instructed his 33-year-old son, Bilal, to reduce a large 
amount of cash in his house in Istanbul to “zero” by distributing among 
several businessmen. Followed up on his instructions, Erdogan’s son is 
heard  saying “We took most of the money out of the house. Only 30 
million euros (in cash) has remained. We will distribute the rest when it 
gets dark. Berat (Erdogan’s son-in-law) suggests that we should buy 
expensive properties to clear the  money.” (4)

Kemal Kılıcdaroglu,  main opposition (CHP) leader, played the voice 
recordings at his Party’s Group Meeting in Turkish Parliament. (5)

Erdogan claimed that the leaked records were montage. (6)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeytLBm62eo&ab_channel=CHP2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfgAXDPqbH8&ab_channel=EgeSiyaset
https://www.reuters.com/article/turkey-erdogan-idINDEEA1O07520140225


POLICE OFFICERS AND PROSECUTORS CARRYING OUT THE 
INVESTIGATIONS WERE DISMISSED, (LATER DETAINED)

Erdogan and the AK Party Government accused the judiciary and the police of trying to overthrow 
the government through criminal investigations. The police officers and prosecutors who participated 

in the investigation were immediately discharged.
 

Erdogan claimed that those who led the investigations were followers of a religious 
community/congregation known as the “Gulen Movement” (or Hizmet Movement), led by the US-based 

cleric Fethullah Gulen living in the USA since 1999.

Erdogan and his government then labeled the Gulen Movement as “the Parallel State Structure.” 
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ALL CORRUPTION FILES WERE DROPPED, SUSPECTS WERE ACQUITTED

All crime/investigation files were handed over to the 
appointed prosecutors and police chiefs loyal to 
Erdogan promptly. 

The media published that the Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Interior, Efkan Ala, ordered the Governor of 
Istanbul, Huseyin Avni Mutlu, to break the door of a 
journalist’s house (Mehmet Baransu)  and detain him 
without a court order. 
Once Governor Mutlu complaint that this would be 
unlawful, Ala said “just break in, take him in, we will pass 
the law later”. He even ordered to apprehend the 
prosecutor as well if he refuses to authorize such a 
move. (7)

Efkan Ala was promoted quickly afterwards becoming 
the Minister of Interior.

Selami Altınok, who had no police background, was 
appointed as Istanbul Police Chief to replace Huseyin 
Capkin, who was dismissed after the operations.

Following the new appointments, prosecutors decided 
not to investigate the mentioned cases and closed the 
files.  (Nolle pros)

The suspects, including the Iranian-Turkish merchant 
Reza ZARRAB, were released.

The Parliamentary Commission on corruption allegations 
acquitted the accused ministers with the votes of the 
ruling party deputies.

A year later, the money seized in the police raid was 
returned to Reza ZARRAB with statutory interest. (8)

EFKAN ALA SELAMI ALTINOK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WJBQ5zM8Q4&ab_channel=VideoEditing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WJBQ5zM8Q4&ab_channel=VideoEditing
https://m.bianet.org/english/politics/161045-confiscated-money-in-corruption-probe-returned-to-zarrab-guler
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ZARRAB-ATILLA-HALKBANK RELATIONS

Reza ZARRAB was detained in the USA in March 
2016 within the scope of the investigations to 
break America’s sanctions against Iran. Zarrab 
agreed to cooperate with the US Prosecutors 
and admitted that he had bribed Turkish 
Ministers and bureaucrats who were suspects of 
the December 2013 operations. (9) 

Within the scope of the same investigation, 
Hakan Atilla, deputy CEO of a state-owned 
Turkish Bank (Halkbank), was also arrested in the 
USA and was tried on the grounds that the bank 
he managed violated sanctions. Erdogan and 
his ruling party tried to bring Zarrab and Atilla 
back to Turkey; however, they failed. 

Erdogan’s government accused the US Attorney, Mr Preet Bharara, 
and Judge Mr Richard Berman of having close ties with the 
Gulen Movement and launched investigations against the 
American jurists. (10)This courtroom sketch shows Turkish-Iranian gold 

trader Reza Zarrab, center, testifiying 
Wednesday in US District Court in New York.

HAKAN ATILLA

PREET BHARARA RICHARD BERMAN

https://choice.npr.org/index.html?origin=https://www.npr.org/2017/11/29/567313598/gold-trader-reza-zarrab-agrees-to-cooperate-with-u-s-in-sanctions-evasion-case?t=1610539427449
https://ahvalnews.com/zarrab/former-zarrab-prosecutor-calls-turkish-fm-liar
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 MIT (NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY) TRUCKS 
TRANSFERRING ARMS

It is alleged that the trucks, which Adana provincial prosecutors 
stopped upon notice in January 2014, were carrying weapons 
to the jihadist groups in Syria under the instructions of the 
National Intelligence Organization (MIT).

Erdogan accused police and gendarmerie officers, as well as 
prosecutors leading the operations of disclosing state secrets 
and being terrorists. (All were arrested after the July 15, 2016 
coup attempt.)

Although heavy weapons were found in the trucks, Erdogan said 
that the trucks belonged to MIT and were carrying “
humanitarian aid” to Turkmens in Syria. (11)

‘‘Why did you send weapons to 
Syria with MIT  trucks? What do 
you say about Turkey’s support 
to the Salafi Groups in Syria?’’

‘‘You are speaking with the 
mouth of FETO! All officers in-
volving in the operations are 
in jail now. Why don’t you ask 
about the 4 thousand truck 
guns sent to Syria by the USA?’’

FRENCH JOURNALIST LAURENT RICHARD

PRESIDENT R.TAYYIP ERDOGAN 

https://ahvalnews.com/mit-trucks/turkey-asks-life-sentence-man-who-exposed-intelligences-2014-arms-delivery-syria 
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PRESIDENT R.TAYYIP ERDOGAN:

Once Cumhuriyet 
newspaper Editor-in-Chief, 
Can Dundar, ran the same 

contents four months 
later, an investigation was 

launched immediately.

‘‘The person who wrote this 
story will pay a heavy price 

for it; I won’t let him go 
unpunished.’’ (12)

Although Dogu Perincek’s 
Aydınlık Newspaper was 
the first media outlet to 
publish the allegation of 

weaponry transfer to Syria 
in January 2014, no 

investigation was started.

Dundar then was arrested on charges of “providing 
information about the security of the state, political and 

military espionage, disclosing confidential 
information and propagating a terrorist 

organization”. 
He was released for a while and took refuge in 

Germany. His wife, Dilek Dündar, also left Turkey illegally 
due to political persecution. All their assets were confis-

Opposition 
Party deputy Enis 

Berberoglu was also 
arrested for leaking 

this news to 
Cumhuriyet newspaper.

CAN DUNDAR

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/dec/28/truth-president-erdogan-jailed-turkey-regime-state-security-crime
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INTERNATIONAL PRESS; 
“ERDOGAN SUPPORTS JIHADIST GROUPS IN SYRIA AND ABROAD“ 

The AKP government preferred to blame “Foreign Powers” and the “Gulen 
Movement” for every problem it faced politically.

Russia claimed to have proof of Turkey`s involvement in the Islamic State`s oil trade 
and that Erdogan and his family were benefiting from the illegal smuggling of oil from 
Islamic State-held territory in Syria and Iraq. 

Some of the headlines published in different media outlets; (13)

Turkish intelligence helped ship arms to Syrian Islamist rebel areas (14)

Columbia University Researchers Confirm Turkey’s Links to ISIS (15)

The Leader of Al-Nusra is getting hospital treatment in Hatay (Turkey) (16)

Erdogan’s attractions were interpreted as an effort to portray himself as the 
leader of Islamic world and increase his popularity in the Middle East countries. (17)

It was reported in the press that the Erdogan Administration tried to enhance power 
and influence across the region by supporting jihadist groups. The same scenario 
repeated itself in Libya and Azerbaijan. (18)

Iran ready to present proof of 
Turkey’s oil trade with 

ISIS – Tehran official. (19)

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-russia-turkey-idUSKBN0TL19S20151202
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-turkey-arms-idUSKBN0O61L220150521
https://anca.org/columbia-university-researchers-confirm-turkeys-links-to-isis/
https://artigercek.com/haberler/el-nusra-lideri-hatay-da-tedavi-goruyor
https://www.ozy.com/around-the-world/erdogan-pitches-himself-as-muslim-worlds-new-leader/379839/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-armenia-azerbaijan-turkey-syria/turkey-deploying-syrian-fighters-to-help-ally-azerbaijan-two-fighters-say-idUSKBN26J25A
https://www.rt.com/news/324810-iran-proof-isis-oil-turkey/
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ERDOGAN GOVERNMENT AND 
THE CONTROL OF MEDIA

By using 30 TV channels 
and more than 30 daily 
newspapers controlled 
by the Government, all 
dissidents, especially 
members of the Gulen 

Movement and political 
figures of Kurdish politics, 
were turned into enemies 
in the eyes of the public. 

SEE TURKEY 

TRIBUNAL’S REPORT ON 

“PRESS FREEDOM IN TURKEY 

TODAY” (20)

https://turkeytribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Turkey-Tribunal-Press-Freedom-Report_FINAL.pdf
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CLOSURE OF MEDIA AND ARREST OF JOURNALISTS

ARTICLE 30 OF TURKISH 
CONSTITITION:

Opposition media outlets were shut down through the judicial bodies, 
broadcasts were stopped with police raids, and appointed trustees 

changed publishing and broadcasting policies in line with the 
Government`s request.

Erdogan built a loyal media (propaganda machine), both through 
businessmen who constantly won state tenders and by exposing other 

media organizations to fear and threat.

The broadcast group with the highest circulation in the country 
(Samanyolu), along with its television and newspapers, was shut down 
by the police raid, and their assets were confiscated. Editor in Chief 

and journalists of the opposition media were arrested.

A printing house and its annexes, duly 
established as a press enterprise 

under law, and press equipment shall 
not be seized, confiscated, or barred 

from operation on the grounds of 
having been used in a crime

70 YEAR OLD AHMET ALTAN, 
JOURNALIST/AUTHOR IS 
BEHIND BARS FOR MORE 

THAN 1,500 DAYS

As of the beginning of 2021, when this brochure was published, there are still 320 journalists in Turkey`s prisons
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CHIEF JUDGE OF THE 
TURKISH SUPREME COURT 

IN FRONT OF ERDOGAN

LOSS OF JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE AND 
THE COLLAPSE OF FAIR TRIAL

ENCJ BOARD STATEMENT

The systemic lack of independence of the judiciary continues to 
be one of the most pressing and worrying issues in Turkey.

With the change made in the High Council of Judges and 
Prosecutors (HSYK), the justice mechanism has been entirely 
under the Government`s influence. With its new name, Council of 
Judges and Prosecutors (HSK) continues to influence the 
judiciary with its appointments, discharges and dismissals.

The Constitutional Court continues to decide, claiming that it is 
not obliged to comply with ECtHR rulings. Local courts also 
decide by stating that they do not have to abide by the 
Constitutional Court`s decisions. Rule of law is practically 
non-existent.

European Network for Councils for the Judiciary Executive Board stated at its General Assembly 
Meeting held on 08 December 2020 that the Turkish Council for Judges and Prosecutors (HSK) is a 
Council in name only, as none of its actions or decisions demonstrate any concern for the 
independence of the judiciary.

ENCJ had suspended the observer status of the HSK in 2016, as it was no longer an institution 
ensuring the independent delivery of justice (21)

SEE TURKEY 

TRIBUNAL’S REPORT ON 

“JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE 

ACCES TO JUSTICE”(22)

ZUHTU ARSLAN , CHIEF JUDGE OF THE TURKISH 
SUPREME COURT, IN FRONT OF ERDOGAN

https://www.encj.eu/node/578
https://turkeytribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Access-to-Justice-v1.2.pdf
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ESTABLISHMENT OF “CRIMINAL JUDGESHIP 
OF PEACE” CALLED PROJECT COURTS

In June 2014, ‘the Criminal Judgeships of Peace’, which Erdogan had previously 
announced by saying “We are working on a project to end the Parallel 
Structure”, were established.

These Judges have been empowered to make the most critical decisions such 
as arrest, search, seizure, wiretapping, trustee appointment and confiscation of 
private assets.

Two judges, Mustafa Baser and Metin Ozcelik, ordered the arrested police of-
ficers` release but their decisions were not processed. Following the immediate 
suspension, they were arrested and sentenced to 10 years in prison. (23)

In ICJ`s (International Commission for Jurists) report on Criminal Judgeship of 
Peace stated that these judges do not comply with the principles of judicial 
independence and do not serve the protection of fundamental rights and 
freedoms. (24)

‘‘A judicial decision cannot 
be made against the 

political will’’ approach 
has become a general 

rule.
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JUNE 2014: CRIMINAL JUDGESHIPS OF PEACE WERE 
ESTABLISHED.

JULY 2014: POLICE CHIEFS INVESTIGATING CORRUPTION 
WERE ARRESTED IN DECEMBER 2013 AND HAVE BEEN IN 
PRISON EVER SINCE.

JUDGES;
MUSTAFA BAŞER (LEFT)

METIN ÖZÇELIK (RIGHT)

https://stockholmcf.org/judges-ozcelik-and-baser-sentenced-with-10-years-of-prison-over-alleged-gulen-links/
https://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Turkey-Judgeship-Advocacy-Analysis-brief-2018-ENG.pdf
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POLICE CHIEFS WERE ARRESTED ONE AFTER ANOTHER

Police officers who carried out the 
corruption operations were detained and 
arrested by the newly established Criminal 

Judgeships of Peace.

Unlawfully detained police officers were 
surrounded by their colleagues and 

deprived of their liberty, even though they 
had to be released due to the expiration 

of the legal detention period.

Freedom House: Long before the coup attempt, the government 
designated the movement a terrorist organization, dubbing it 

the “Fethullahist Terror Organization” or “FETÖ” and ascribing to 
it a variety of far-fetched plots. (25) 

The Gulen Movement was declared a 
terrorist organization by the 

National Security Council (MGK) in 
May 2016, two months before the 
coup attempt, without any court 

decision.

https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/FH_TransnationalRepressionReport2021_rev020221_CaseStudy_Turkey.pdf
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“I am the prosecutor of 
Ergenekon Case”  (27)

(December 24, 2013; One week 
after the corruption probe)

Ahmet ALTAN, an influential 
Turkish journalist and writer stated 

in March 2015 that the ruling party 
and the Ergenekon established a 

partnership. 

“Thieves and putschists went arm 
in arm to get rid of the law” (29)

“Ergenekon trial was a plot against 
the National Army” (28)

ERGENEKON INVESTIGATIONS

AKP Deputy and former Prime 
Minister Binali Yıldırım said the 

following at the Edirne Provincial 
Congress, which President 

Erdogan also attended with a 
live connection on January 21; 
“Sledgehammer, Ergenekon 

cases, coup plans ... Were these 
lies? 

Of course there were!” (30)

Between 2007 and 2013, a series of investigations were conducted against the Ergenekon Organization, which was 
accused of numerous unsolved murders and coup plots to overthrow the Government. Erdogan was a staunch 

supporter of these operations at the time. “Ergenekon Cases” resulted in long term prison sentences for the accused 
who included serving and retired army officers. These people were retried and acquitted by the Erdogan 

Administration after the December 2013 corruption and bribery operations.

During the Ergenekon investigations, the European Union Progress Reports stated that “This case is an opportunity for 
Turkey to strengthen confidence in the proper functioning of its democratic institutions and the rule of law. It is impor-
tant that proceedings in this context fully respect the due process of law, in particular the rights of the defendants.
Turkey still needs to bring its legislation on political parties in line with European standards.” In this context, the EU 
emphasized the importance of respecting the appropriate legal procedures in the judicial process, especially with 

regard to the defendant’s rights, and pointed out that Turkey’s legislation on political party should conform to 
European standards. (26)

2008’s ERDOGAN;

2013’S ERDOGAN;

https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-deep-state-and-ergenekon-conundrum
https://t24.com.tr/haber/hirsizlarla-darbeciler-kol-kola-darbe-planlarini-ben-yayimladim-ne-konusacaksaniz-benimle-konusun,289141
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/pms-adviser-accuses-gulen-movement-of-plotting-against-turkish-army-nation-60062
http://www.facebook.com/fenomenbulut/posts/3557167051045756 
https://www.ab.gov.tr/files/AB_Iliskileri/Tur_En_Realitons/Progress/turkey_progress_report_2009.pdf
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TRANSFORMATION OF THE POLICE AND MILITARY INSTITUTIONS

The Police College, The Police Academy, Military High Schools and 
War Colleges were abolished.

Thousands of students from these universities were initially sent to 
other universities without their consent, but most were arrested on 

terrorism charges after the 2016 coup attempt.

Military schools were converted into civilian institutions, duration 
of training was shortened, and pro-government cadres were 

recruited.

Military hospitals were turned into civilian hospitals.
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ERDOGAN’S POLICE, NIGHT WATCH 
AND MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS

Tens of thousands of police officers who were purged after 
December 17, 2013, were replaced with new police officers 
recruited with ruling party members` references.

The “Night Guard” system, (Bekçi) which was abolished many 
years ago, has been re-established. Tens of thousands of night 
watchmen/security guards were recruited with the Party refer-
ence and equipped with almost as much power as the po-
lice.The opposition even described these actions as a “coup” 
against the parliamentary democracy. (31)

Foreign Policy; ‘‘The Turkish President has cleansed the ranks 
and is building a new army with some strange bedfellows.’’(32),

https://mena-studies.org/erdogans-private-police-force/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/07/13/turkeys-post-coup-purge-and-erdogans-private-army-sadat-perincek-gulen/ 
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15 JULY 2016; 
MILITARY COUP ATTEMPT 

In the amid of the lawlessness debates in the country, a military coup 
attempt took place on 15 July 2016.
Erdogan called his supporters to streets to suppress the coup attempt.
251 people, 50 of whom were police officers, died and thousands were wounded. 
Erdogan claimed in the first hours of the coup attempt without any evidence that 
it was carried out by officers in the Army loyal to Fethullah Gulen. 
Gulen denied the accusations, proposing the establishment of an international 
commission to investigate the failed putsch in Turkey. “If am found guilty, I will 
voluntarily return to Turkey for trial” he said. (33)
The Erdogan administration has remained silent on this proposal so far.

https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2016/08/11/fethullah-gulen-si-les-accusations-dirigees-contre-moi-sont-etablies-je-m-engage-a-retourner-en-turquie_4981128_3232.html
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IT WAS ALLEGED THAT VISUAL JUSTIFICATIONS WERE 
PRODUCED FOR THE MASS LIQUIDATION OF THE ARMY

Some of the military defendants who were tried due to the coup attempt said in the court that  the news of a pos-
sible terrorist attack had spread among military units for some time. Some retired officers also confirmed the same 
rumour in the media. They expressed that, on the night of the coup attempt, thousands of soldiers were summoned to 
their units  or directed to the predetermined spots to prevent a possible terrorist attack, and thus they were drawn 
into the scenario of a coup attempt designed for failure. (34)
Military school students, unaware of anything, were transferred by buses to addresses determined by the putschists. 
(All of the military students were later sentenced to life imprisonment.) (35)
An angry crowd gathered after Erdogan’s call to streets and attacked soldiers and military school students most 
of whom were unaware of the plot they were taken into. Many soldiers were killed. Air Force Academy student Murat 
Tekin was beheaded by unidentified (bearded) people.
It was alleged that visual justifications were produced for mass liquidation of the Army.(36)
Former Pentagon Senior Official Michael Rubin argued on his blog; “Eyewitnesses claim that SADAT was behind most 
of the murders on the night of the failed coup on July 15th.” (37)

https://www.tv5.com.tr/haber/1890/emekli-albay-askeri-teror-saldirisi-var-diyerek-sokaga-cikardilar.html
https://ipa.news/2020/01/04/turkish-court-sentences-air-cadets-to-life-in-prison-on-coup-charges/
https://www.patreon.com/posts/de-ja-vu-ve-tsk-31622740
http://www.michaelrubin.org/19414/erdogan-military
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2,740 JUDGES AND PROSECUTORS 
WERE DISMISSED

On the night of the coup, 2,740 judges and prosecutors allegedly supporting 
the coup attempt were suspended without any evidence. (Most of them were 
arrested shortly after). (38)

Mehmet Yilmaz, Vice-President of the HSYK, confirmed this massive post-coup 
purge: “We dismissed 2,740 members of the judiciary from their duties at 01:00 
am on July 16, 2016.” (39)

Numerous judges and prosecutors are reportedly kept in solitary confinement in 
Turkish prisons. (40)

To date, 4,317 judges and prosecutors have been dismissed, and the vast 
majority has been arrested.

19,583 officers and non-commissioned officers have been expelled from the Army 
on the grounds of participating in the coup attempt.

Almost 150,000 civil servants were dismissed, and many were arrested on 
unproven “terrorism” charges. The property and assets of individuals and 
companies were confiscated unlawfully.

MEHMET YILMAZ

https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2016-07-15/world-news/Turkish-military-in-attempted-coup-prime-minister-says-Istanbul-bridges-closed-6736161050
https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2016-07-15/world-news/Turkish-military-in-attempted-coup-prime-minister-says-Istanbul-bridges-closed-6736161050
https://t24.com.tr/haber/hsyk-2-daire-baskani-elimizdeki-feto-listesi-bir-gecede-yapilmadi-3-yildir-calisiyorduk,360895
https://stockholmcf.org/persecuted-members-of-high-courts-held-in-solitary-confinement-in-turkish-prisons/
https://stockholmcf.org/persecuted-members-of-high-courts-held-in-solitary-confinement-in-turkish-prisons/
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MASS DETENTION OF MILITARY PERSONNEL  
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SYSTEMATIC TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT 

Although strictly prohibited by national legislation and international law, the suspects detained after July 15 were 
severely tortured.

Pictures and videos of tortured detainees were published by the Anadolu Agency, the official news agency. (41), (42)

https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/eski-hava-kuvvetleri-komutani-ozturk-gozaltina-alindi/609558
https://turkeypurge.com/mass-torture-at-unofficial-detention-center-in-ankara-monitoring-group-claims
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The process initiated by the Government in 2005 with the slogan of “zero tolerance to torture” ended with overtly 
shared instances of torture after 15 July. Numerous human rights and media organizations published reports/news of 

human rights violations and torture in Turkey.

(43), (44), (45) 
(46), (47), (48) 

(49), (50)

A few websites to 
review regarding 
torture in Turkey;

https://ahvalnews.com/human-rights/turkish-and-kurdish-detainees-tortured-raped-un-rapporteur-says
https://stockholmcf.org/torture/
https://findit.state.gov/search?query=torture+Turkey&affiliate=dos_stategov
https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/10/12/custody/police-torture-and-abductions-turkey
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/aftermath-failed-turkey-coup-torture-beatings-and-rape
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5911a7424.html
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22718&LangID=E
http://aktifhaber.com/iskence
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SEE TURKEY 

TRIBUNAL’S REPORT ON 

“TORTURE IN TURKEY”(51)

Temporary detention facilities were established for huge numbers of detainees. The Ankara 
Anti-Terror Branch used an adjacent large gym and another volleyball court as a 
detention centre. Human rights organizations reported that ferocious torture sessions were 
held in these unofficial detention centres. 

The victims were stripped to their underwear, no food or water was given for several days, 
forced to stay in stress positions for long hours, electrocuted and suffocated almost to the 
point of death. Some of the detainees were sexually harassed and raped. (52)

European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) reported that detained persons 
were allowed to leave the location assigned to them in different parts of the sports field 

only to use the toilettes.

CPT also reported that; “Medical controls of persons were usually carried out in the 
presence of law enforcement officials. Several detained persons alleged that they had 
been threatened by police officers and told not to show their injuries. Allegations were also 
heard that police officers had exerted pressure on doctors not to record detected injuries. 
In a number of cases, medical evidence was found in prison medical records or was directly 
observed by the delegation’s doctors, whereas the medical reports obtained by the police 
indicated an absence of injuries.” (2017 CPT Report, par. 19 and 24) (53)

A coalition of national human rights organizations made a joint statement regarding the 
increasing number of torture and ill-treatment incidents in Turkey to pressure, punish, 
intimidate and force people to confess. The coalition also noted that these bad practices 
were systematic. (54)

https://turkeytribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Executive-Summary.pdf
https://nordicmonitor.com/2020/09/police-chief-nicknamed-as-angel-of-death-who-run-torture-sites-in-turkey-unmasked/
https://rm.coe.int/16809f209e
https://hakinisiyatifi.org/torture-is-a-crime-against-humanity-without-exception-and-is-strictly-prohibited.html


‘‘Turkish and Kurdish detainees tortured, raped‘‘
UN rapporteur says (55)

ECHR, Article 3: 
(Prohibition of torture); 

“No one shall be subjected to 
torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.”

Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment, Article 3;
“No State Party shall expel, return or 
extradite a person to another State 

where there are substantial grounds for 
believing that he would be in danger of 

being subjected to torture.”

International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, Article 7;

“No one shall be subjected to torture or 
to cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.”

TORTURE CLAIMS WERE 
INCLUDED IN THE 
REPORTS OF INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS

Some of the torture victims revealed at the court that their 
statements were taken under torture and pressure by the 
law enforcement agencies.

Annual reports of the US Department of State, Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, EU Progress Reports, 
EU Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch, Stockholm Center For Free-
dom, The Arrested Lawyers Initiative, Federal Constitutional 
Court of Germany and Ankara Bar Association and many 
other official and non-governmental organizations placed 
serious allegations of torture in Turkey in their reports
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https://ahvalnews.com/human-rights/turkish-and-kurdish-detainees-tortured-raped-un-rapporteur-says


Erdogan and his son-in-law, Berat Albayrak, 
while speaking about the coup attempt.

AKP Deputy Chairman Numan Kurtulmus:” It would take until 2030 if we had purged them in the normal 
bureaucratic process.” (57)

The coup attempt was used as a justification for the dismissal and arrest of approximately 150,000 
people not involved the coup, and confiscation of their assets.

Erdogan described the coup attempt as
 “A gift from God” (56) 

ERDOGAN DESCRIBED THE COUP ATTEMPT AS “A GIFT FROM GOD”
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https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/11/19/it-would-take-until-2030-if-we-had-purged-them-in-the-normal-bureaucratic-process-akp-deputy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/erdogan-says-coup-was-gift-from-god-to-re-shape-country-punish-enemies/


DARK SPOTS OF THE COUP ATTEMPT WERE NOT ILLUMINATED
The dark spots of the coup attempt have not been illuminated since then. Some of the hundreds of questions 

remaining unanswered;(58) 

Why were not the contradictions resolved in the President’s statements regarding when and from whom he learned 
about the coup attempt?

The day before the coup attempt, on 14 July 2016, why was the public not informed about the content of the 
meeting, which lasted about 6.5 hours between the Chief of General Staff and the Undersecretary of the National 
Intelligence Agency (MIT), despite the expectations of the public?

What is the content of the MIT Undersecretary’s meeting with the Chief of General Staff at the headquarter until 
20:20 on July 15?

Despite the fact that the intelligence about the coup reached the General Staff at 16:30, why did the Chief of 
General Staff not order all units “Not to leave the barracks in times of crisis”, on July 15? 

Why were all the force commanders allowed to go to a wedding and stay there for hours?
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https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/who-was-behind-july-15-2016-military-uprising-turkey
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Why did the President of the Religious Affairs and the 
Undersecretary of the National Intelligence Agency (MIT) meet 
just hours before the coup attempt? Furthermore, is there a 
link between this meeting and the simultaneous adhan (prayer 
call) recitation from the minarets of all mosques across the 
country immediately after the coup attempt started?

How can the attempt to occupy only TRT and CNN Turk TV 
channels with a few soldiers while nearly 30 pro-Erdogan TV 
channels were on air be explained?

According to an official letter sent by the MIT Presidency to 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly, 351 MIT members entered 
into an armed conflict on the night of the coup and it was 
reported that they were rewarded by MIT for performing the 
MIT’s order to fire. Who did the MIT members open fire on? 

Why wasn’t the ballistic examination of the bullets that rained 
on civilians killed on the Bosphorus Bridge?
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Who were the bearded bigots who cut the throats of innocent 
soldiers and military academy students on the bridge?

Military and police security personnel (the adjutants and close 
protection officers), who were always around Erdogan, were 
arrested and tortured on the grounds that they were alleged 
‘‘FETO’’ members after the coup attempt. Does this not 
contradict the allegations of the assassination of Erdogan? 
If these individuals were members of alleged ‘‘FETO’’, why did 
they not take part in the assassination attempt on Erdogan?

Is it a coincidence that the fighter jets participating in the 
coup attempt failed to hit Erdogan’s 1,100-room Presidential 
Palace, but killed 50 police officers in the Special Operations 
police unit they bombed?

If the parliament was bombed by fighter jets, why did the blast 
effect come from the inside out rather than the outside?
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Why was the request to make the work of the Parliamentary 
Commission investigating the coup attempt open to the public 
rejected with the votes of the ruling party?

Why did not President Erdogan, Prime Minister Binali Yildirim, 
Chief of General Staff Hulusi Akar, and MIT Undersecretary 
Hakan Fidan testify before the Parliamentary Commission? While 
the Commission continues its work, why did Erdogan say that 
“The commission must end its work”?

Why were the Grand Assembly Coup Investigation Commission 
Report and the minutes attached to the report removed from 
the Parliament’s website? Why is it not shared with the public?

Why did Erdogan describe the coup attempt as a “Gift from 
God”?

Why were the President of the National Intelligence Agency 
(MIT) and the Chief of General Staff not heard in the trials of 
the soldiers involving in the coup attempt?
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Turkish Armed Forces stated that 8,651 soldiers, which equals 1,5 % of the 
whole Army participated in the coup attempt. (59)

The Minister of National Defense, Hulusi Akar, announced in August 2020 
that 20,000 military personnel were dismissed from the Army. (60)

Since the coup attempt, Turkey has purged 716 
fighter pilots. (61)

Influential researchers and Academics stated that 
the role of former Ergenekon convicts should be 
taken into account in the purging of pro-NATO 

officers from the Army and the purchase of S-400 
missiles from Russia. (62)

NEARLY 8,000 SOLDIERS PARTICIPATED IN THE COUP ATTEMPT, YET 20,000 
WERE EXPELLED

https://www.ntv.com.tr/turkiye/tsk-darbe-girisimine-katilan-personel-sayisini-acikladi,ns92udU75k2vw-1OlEK4gQ
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/milli-savunma-bakani-akar-fetoyle-mucadele-kapsaminda-20-bin-62-personel-tskdan-uzaklastirildi/1956026
https://www.voanews.com/europe/russian-missiles-due-turkey-many-speculate-erdogans-motives
https://www.tr724.com/tskda-kontr-nato-operasyonu/
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OPPOSITION PARTY LEADER; 
“15 JULY COUP ATTEMPT IS CONTROLLED COUP” 

The President of the Main Opposition Party (CHP), Kemal Kilicdaroglu, stated that the 2016 military coup at-
tempt was “a controlled coup.” (63)

Several observers challenged the government’s description of 15 July as a purely Gulenist affair and cast 
blame upon an anti-Erdogan coalition within the army, composed of Kemalists, ultra-nationalists and oppor-
tunists together with Gulenists. In a similar thinking, some staunchly pro-AKP columnists argued that Kemalists 
were also behind the coup, but that the government maintained a singular rhetoric, so as not to divide the 
anti-Gulenist consensus.(64)Kemal Kılıcdaroglu

In their testimony at the court, most of the military officers, who were allegedly Gulenists and tried on the coup charge, stated that 
they were summoned to duty on the night of the coup attempt, by being said “there is a military exercise” or “there is a terrorist at-
tack”. They stated that they went to their places of duty or were directed to certain locations, being unaware of the coup attempt, 
but were soon arrested on the “Coup” charges.  

Retired Colonel Ali Turkcan, one of the Ergenekon defendants and known for his opposition to the Gulen Movement, also repeated 
the same claim; In an article he wrote for a daily newspaper, he wrote that thousands of military personnel including Kemalist of-
ficers, who were unaware of the coup attempt, were called to work and obeyed the order, but they were all arrested on charges of 
“coup”. The retired Colonel urged the Government to release the Kemalist officers from the prisons.(65) 

This proves that not only Gulenist but also Kemalist officers were trapped.

Even military school students, who were transported in buses to different locations on the night of the coup, were 
sentenced to life imprisonment on coup charges. (66)

https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2017/04/06/kilicdaroglus-claims-in-line-with-feto-propaganda-justice-minister
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14683857.2018.1452374
https://odatv4.com/fetoculerin-yarattigi-bu-magduriyeti-bitirin-13042051.html
https://www.academia.edu/40969927/THE_EAGLE_IN_CAGED_CADET_Victim_of_ISIS_THE_JULY_15_SELF_COUP


The Government declared a State of Emergency, which 
allowed it to conduct mass arrests, on 20 July 2016. A 
series of emergency decrees were issued, and a total of 
129,411 people were dismissed from public service with 
no evidence and without exercising the right to defense.

The Government revoked the passports of discharged 
officers and imposed a travel ban on them and their 
families. 

The following statement is at the top of all the 
decree-laws issued after the coup attempt:

“Those who have a membership, affiliation or affixation to 
terrorist organizations and structures, groups, or organi-
zations that the National Security Council designates as 
threatening to the national security of the state….”

Thousands of institutions were closed by Decree-Law. (67)
Thousands of people were declared 

terrorists in the Official Gazette without a shred of 
evidence. They were not informed of the allega-
tions against them and could not use the right to 

defend themselves.

STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARED, SERIAL EMERGENCY DECREES ISSUED 
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https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/closed-institutions
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Turkey’s comprehensive Anti-Terror Law offers only a vague definition of terrorism, lacking 
the level of legal certainty required by international human rights standards. It has been 
weaponized to suppress and silence the dissidents from every segment of the society with 
different political and ideological backgrounds.
 
This has been used widely and arbitrarily to designate and criminalise many instances of 
peaceful acts of political opponents, human rights defenders and journalists as terrorist 
activity.

Amnesty International stated the following in its Public Statement, Index Number: EUR 
44/0290/2019, dated 30 April 2019; “Since the failed coup of 15 July 2016, hundreds 
of journalists, media workers, human rights defenders and political activists have been 
brought before courts on trumped up, politically motivated charges despite lack of any 
evidence of internationally recognizable crimes….  The Turkish Anti-Terror Law has been 
used repeatedly to prosecute the expression of non-violent opinions.” (68)

According to the Human Rights Watch 2019 Country Report, “Terrorism charges” continued 
to be widely used in Turkey. (69)

Amnesty International Report: “When correctly viewed, everyone is a terrorist in post-coup 
Turkey.” (70)

Foreign Policy: “In Erdogan’s Turkey, everyone is a terrorist.” (71)

Pro- Erdogan Media accused academics who carried out democratic demonstrations at 
Boğaziçi University of being terrorist supporters. 

Pro-Erdogan Media Akit; “Not academics, but militants supporting terrorism” (Akademisyen 
değil, terör destekçisi militanlar) (72)

TURKISH 
ANTI-TERROR 

Law
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https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/EUR4402902019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/turkey
https://www.amnestyusa.org/punishment-without-trial-pre-trial-detention-in-turkey/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/03/24/in-erdogans-turkey-everyone-is-a-terrorist-kurds-pkk-terrorism/
https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazici-provokasyonlarinda-eylemcileri-kiskirtiyor-akit-mansetten-duyurdu-erdogan-dile-getirdi-1508893.html
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282,000 detained

94,000 arrested

150,000 state servants dismissed

(40.000 teacher, 33,000 police, 20,000 army officers, and other civil 

servants)

3,000 schools and universities shut down

6,000 academics lost their jobs

4,400 judges and prosecutors dismissed

190 media outlets shut down

320 journalists arrested

AS OF 15 JULY 2020

Minister of Interior Suleyman Soylu stated on the 4th anniversary of 
the alleged coup attempt (15 July 2020) that almost 600,000 
people were investigated, 300,000 people were detained, and 
94,000 were arrested for allegedly being terrorist organization 

members since the coup attempt in 2016. (73)

(Figures have been rounded up)

TURKEY’S POST-COUP CRACKDOWN

INTERIOR MINISTER 
SÜLEYMAN SOYLU

600,000 people were investigated for alleged membership in a 
terrorist organization. 
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https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/gundem/bakan-soylu-feto-bilancosunu-acikladi-99-bin-066-operasyon-5931900/
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/gundem/bakan-soylu-feto-bilancosunu-acikladi-99-bin-066-operasyon-5931900/
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WHO SAID WHAT ABOUT THE COUP ATTEMPT?

“The EU does not believe Fethullah 
Gulen’s network is a terrorist organiza-
tion and is not “likely to change its po-
sition soon,” the bloc’s counter-terrorism 
coordinator Gilles de Kerchove said in 

an interview. (74)

The German FOCUS Magazine wrote 
on 24 July 2016 that half an hour after 

the conflict began, the British Secret 
Service (GCHQ) intercepted phone 

calls, e-mails and text messages of the 
Turkish Government, according to which 
the purges would begin the next day 
and Gulen would be portrayed as the 

mastermind behind the revolt. (76) 

This claim has not been denied. 

BRUNO KAHL

German Intelligence Chief Bruno Kahl 
told the German weekly Der Spiegel 
in March that “Ankara has failed to 

convince the BND Foreign Intelligence 
Agency that Gulen was behind the 
ill-planned and executed coup plot. 

Turkey has tried to convince us of that 
at every level, but so far it has not 

succeeded. The Gulen movement is a 
civilian association for religious and 

secular education.” (75)

The international organizations and intelligence services of many countries did not believe that the Gulen 
Movement was behind the coup attempt and is a terrorist organization. 

https://www.politico.eu/article/fethullah-gulen-gilles-de-kerchove-eu-anti-terror-chief-gulen-network-not-terrorist-organization/
https://www.focus.de/politik/ausland/titelthema-macht-wahn-erdogan_id_5753730.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-security-germany-idUSKBN16P0LQ?il=0
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SEE ‘‘SOLIDARITY WITH 

OTHERS’’ WEBSITE 

REGARDING DEATHS (79)
O T H E R S

DEATHS 
& 

SUSPICIOUS DEATHS 

Deaths due to torture in custody and jails 
have been recently widespread in Turkey. The 

Government has presented the deaths as 
suicide. There are around 100 suspicious 

deaths in custody and/or prisons since summer 
2016.

Stockholm Centre for Freedom (SCF) publishes 
regular articles regarding the persecution in 

Turkey. (77) 

Key Turkish Intel Officer, Zeki Güven, Arrested in 
Purge, Found Dead in his Prison Cell.(78)

https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/deaths
https://stockholmcf.org/
http://turkey.theglobepost.com/police-chief-zeki-guven/
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Purge-victim police chief found dead in a 
quarantine cell in Turkish prison / Oct 2020 (5)

DEATHS DUE TO LACK OF TREATMENT

Turkish teacher, Halime Gülsu 
died in prison due to lack of 

medication (80)

Purge-victim police chief found dead in a quarantine 
cell in Turkish prison. He died of Covid-19 / Oct 2020 

(83)

Supreme court member died 
in hospital after release from 

prison (81)

Journalist Mevlüt Öztaş, who 
was not released on time 
after he had cancer in 

prison and his treatment was 
delayed deliberately, died 

(82)

Decorated officer (Colonel) 
not released by the court 
despite health report died 

(84)

https://stockholmcf.org/turkish-teacher-jailed-over-gulen-links-dies-in-prison-due-to-lack-of-medication/
https://turkeypurge.com/purge-victim-deputy-police-chief-found-dead-in-a-quarantine-cell-in-turkish-prison
https://www.turkishminute.com/2017/08/22/supreme-court-member-dies-in-hospital-after-release-from-prison/
https://kronos34.news/tr/tutuklu-gazeteci-mevlut-oztasin-cinayet-sonucu-olumu/
https://stockholmcf.org/decorated-officer-not-released-by-court-despite-health-report-dies/
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Vehicle sales 
transactions of 
decree-law 
victims not 
approved by a 
notary

NO LIFE SAFETY
 MOBBING, DISCRIMINATION, SOCIAL ISOLATION, HATE SPEECH

Millions of propaganda leaflets that praise Erdogan and defame his opponents were distributed in schools and special 
ceremonies. Imams gave political sermons in mosques all over the country. (85)
 
Erdogan has been continuing to call all his opponents as; “terrorist, traitor, spy, etc.”

Some of people who were expelled by decree-laws also saw their assets being confiscated and passports cancelled. 
Dismissals being part of public record, their chances of decent employment elsewhere were seriously hindered. Such level 
of discrimination is labeled as ”social death” within the scope of social and economic rights.

Hate speech continues unabated by the ruling party and the pro-government media.

The notaries did not approve vehicle sales transactions of decree-law victims, and the premiums they would receive from 
insurance were not paid.

https://www.duvarenglish.com/society/2019/09/17/propaganda-laced-sermons-distances-turks-from-the-mosque


INCITEMENTS RESULTED IN 
ACTUAL VIOLENT ACTIONS ACROSS 

THE COUNTRY &  ABROAD

Opponents of Erdogan, whom the Government 
demonized, were beaten up by Erdogan fans. 
AKP supporters attacked people opposing 

Erdogan at home and abroad

Turkish designer Barbaros Sansal attacked at airport. 
(86)

Police chief who was purged over Gülen links beaten 
on street in Samsun. (87)

Sweden: Exiled Turkish journalist attacked in 
Stockholm (88)

The pro-Erdogan media published news and 
cartoons of severe death-penalty practices during 
the Ottoman Empire era and demanded torture for 
the murder of the alleged Gulen Movement members 
(89)

“Turkish boxer openly criticizes Erdogan victim of knife 
attack in Germany.” (90)
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https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-38506891
https://stockholmcf.org/police-chief-who-was-purged-over-gulen-links-beaten-on-street-in-samsun/
https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2020/09/30/sweden-exiled-turkish-journalist-attacked-in-stockholm/
https://twitter.com/BirGun_Gazetesi/status/886679330192936960
https://exbulletin.com/politics/636630/


ACTIONS WHERE 600 THOUSAND PEOPLE 
WERE INVESTIGATED ON 
‘TERRORISM’ CHARGES

Legal acts were retrospectively criminalized after July 15. Despite the principles 
of non-retroactivity of the laws, individual criminal liability and the presumption 
of innocence, hundreds of thousands of people have been investigated, 
arrested and convicted. 
People who had a legitimate relationship with the institutions and organizations 
allegedly belong to the Gulen Movement in the past have been accused of 
being a “Member or Manager of a Terrorist Organization” due to their 
non-criminal acts listed below;

  Having worked in legally operated institutions, 

  Sending children to schools opened in accordance with the relevant legislation,

  Being a member of a union or association,

  Subscribing to newspapers,

  Depositing money in a legally operated bank,

  Downloading a smartphone application available to everyone in the market,

  Reading or keeping banderole books written by Fethullah Gulen or printed at 

printing houses affiliated with the Movement, 

  Owning $1 banknotes
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With the Emergency-decrees issued 
during the state of emergency and 
administrative decisions, a total of 
3,942 institutions operating in dif-

ferent fields across the country were  
closed. The statistics of the insti-

tutions that were closed and their 
properties were confiscated are as 

follows: 

1,410   Associations, 
1,034   Private Schools, 
835      Student Hostels, 
301      Prep Schools, 
109      Foundations, 
53        Newspapers, 
47        Private Health Institutions, 
29        Publishing Houses, 
22        Radio Stations, 
20        Magazines, 
19        Trade Unions, 
19        Federations, 
19        Television Channels, 
15        Universities, 
6          News Agencies, 
4          Confederations. (91)

ASSETS OF INDIVIDUALS AND 
INSTITUTIONS WERE SEIZED / CONFISCATED

The General Directorate of Land Registry and Cadastre announced that 6,700 
immovable properties were seized and transferred to the Treasury or to the 
General Directorate of Foundations. (92) The number of immovables under in-
vestigation in 2018 reached 348,151. (93)

According to the data of the “Saving Deposit Insurance Fund” (TMSF) in March 
2018, 1,075 commercial enterprises were closed, while trustees were appointed 
to 1,251 commercial enterprises and their management was seized power. (94)

In addition, it was stated in the press that 213 educational institutions in 19 
different countries were seized through the Maarif Foundation. (95)
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https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/closed-institutions
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/ekonomi/5-bin-401-tapu-devlete-gecti-40244204
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/fetonun-binlerce-tasinmazi-devlet-kontrolunde/1204436
https://www.tmsf.org.tr/tr/Tmsf/Kayyim/kayyim.veri
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/gundem/turkiye-maarif-vakfi-baskani-acikladi-96-ulke-bize-feto-okullarini-vermedi-5639655/
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There are almost 10,000 women who are victims of Erdogan’s 
post-coup campaign in Turkish prisons. According to open 
source information, over 100 women in the maternity ward were 
unlawfully detained immediately after giving birth and sent to 
prison with their babies

According to open source data, 174 pregnant women and 
women with babies were detained. (96)

WOMEN IN JAILS

https://view.genial.ly/5fcf6bd2667c130d2062ea57


SEE AST REPORT ON 

WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S 

RIGHTS IN TURKEY (97)

CHILDREN GROW UP IN PRISONS

Hundreds of children were imprisoned with their mothers as 
part of the post-coup crackdown.

345 children are still in prisons. 
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https://silencedturkey.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/AST_1-28-18_REPORT4_WOMEN%E2%80%99S-AND-CHILDREN%E2%80%99S-RIGHTS-ARE-UNDER-ATTACK-IN-TURKEY.pdf


Turkish prisons with so many allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment are overcrowded.

The reports of the CPT regarding its visits to Turkey in 2017 
and 2019 revealed that the prisons are overcrowded and 
conditions are very poor. The CPT emphasized that this 
plight of the prisons could be considered as inhuman and 
degrading treatment laying out in Article 3 of the ECHR.

CPT reported that prison where in a large number of 
dormitories the overcrowding reached extreme proportions. 
Single-level dormitories, which measured some 40 m2, were 
holding 32 prisoners each. As there was no floor space 
left for more mattresses, prisoners were obliged to take the 
“day shift” in order to sleep. (CPT Report, par. 92)

PRISONS IN TURKEY

2017 Report (135)
2019 Report (136)

It is a matter of serious concern that inmates sentenced 
to aggravated life imprisonment (as well as some other 
inmates convicted of terrorism-related offences) were held 
under solitary-confinement. (CPT Report, par. 87)

UK Supreme Court refused Turkey’s extradition requests 
because of the overcrowding of prisons and on the grounds 
that the guards cannot maintain control due to the very 
high numbers of those arrested since the alleged coup 
attempt. (98)
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https://rm.coe.int/16809f209e
https://rm.coe.int/16809f20a1
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2018/feb/15/uk-high-court-refuses-turkey-extradition-due-to-overcrowded-prisons
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In such a case, officers involved in 
the whole process, from 

investigation to appeal stage, do 
their worst to accept and punish 

a person as a criminal with 
psychological, social and cyclical 

effects, as if in a tunnel.

According to the 2019 reports prepared by the World Justice Project, conducted by the American Bar 
Association and its 21 partners; Turkey ranks at 109 among 126 countries in the “2019 Rule of Law Index“ (100)

Following the December 2013 corruption investigations, especially after the July 2016 coup attempt, the 
followers and sympathizers of the Gulen Movement became the grave victims of the Tunnel Vision trials.

“Being affiliated 
to Gulen 

Movement equals 
being a Jewish at 
the time of Nazi 

Germany”

 JOURNALIST ERGUN 
BABAHAN (99)

TUNNEL VISIONS IN CRIMINAL CASES

https://worldjusticeproject.org/sites/default/files/documents/Turkey_0.pdf
https://ahvalnews.com/tr/iskence/vatandaki-polisler-ve-iskence


Thousands fled abroad for fear of systematic 
torture and arbitrary detention, and some 

drowned in the 
Aegean Sea or the Evros (Maritza) River while 

fleeing. (101)

Family drown in Maritza while illegally leaving 
country.

“At least 3 victims of Erdogan’s persecution 
drowned as trying to cross river between 

Turkey and Greece” (102)

ESCAPE FROM ARBITRARY DETENTION AND TORTURE
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http://www.marmaracagdas.com/haber-meric-te-bogulan-aile-maltepeli-cikti-7846.html
https://stockholmcf.org/two-child-migrants-die-others-reported-missing-during-river-crossing-between-turkey-and-greece/


Erdogan regime continues to detain/jail all its opponents. 

The members of the opposition parties, such as HDP co-chairs 

Selahattin Demirtas and Figen Yuksekdag, human rights 

defenders, victims of the Emergency Decrees, and anyone 

seeking justice are detained and arrested. (103)

Turkish authorities continue to detain elected mayors in 

Kurdish-majority southeast (104)

The press reported that 36 thousand people were 

investigated for” insulting the president Erdogan” in a year. 

(105)

Ayhan Bilgen, the mayor of the eastern provincial capital of 

Kars, was among 20 politicians and activists from the Peoples’ 

Democratic Party (HDP) detained on surprise charges 

stemming from protests that took place six years ago. (106)

Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, The Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) 

MP and a member of the Parliament’s Human Rights Investiga-

tion Commission, was first sentenced to prison by the 

pro-Erdogan judiciary. Later, with the votes of the ruling party 

and its unofficial partner, the Nationalist Party (MHP), his seat 

in the parliament fell. Finally, on April 2, 2021, the police 

forcibly removed him from his home and sent to prison. (107)

He was not even allowed to wear his shoes. 

ALL OPPONENTS UNDER 
ARREST, HUMAN RIGHTS 

DEFENDERS AT STAKE

ÖMER FARUK
 GERGERLIOĞLU

https://kaosgl.org/en/single-news/hdp-co-chairs-selahattin-demirtas-and-figen-yuksekdag-are-arrested
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/05/turkey-oust-kurdish-mayors-southeast-hdp-igdir-siirt-erdogan.html
https://m.bianet.org/english/freedom-of-expression/230800-36-thousand-people-investigated-for-insulting-the-president-in-a-year
https://www.politico.eu/article/turkey-ousts-kurdish-oppositions-last-mayor-ayhan-bilgen-in-crackdown/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/turkey-opposition-lawmaker-arrested-in-ankara/2196627


FOREIGN NATIONALS WERE ARRESTED AS A TRUMP CARD
In the wake of the coup attempt, the Erdogan Administration arrested certain foreign nationals and/or some Turkish 

individuals working at foreign institutions in Turkey on charges of supporting and/or propagating terrorist organizations. 
“They cannot be released as long as I am in power,” Erdogan said. (99)

Turkey’s Erdogan calls on US to 

extradite Gulen in return for jailed 

US pastor (108)

Prosecutors had been charged 

Yucel with “making terror 

propaganda” and “inciting public 

hatred and hostility”, state-run news 

agency Anadolu reported. (109)

Metin Topuz: Turkish court jails US 

consulate employee for terror 

offences (110)

Merkel welcomed his release and 

thanked “all those” who worked to 

free him (113)

President Trump thanked Turkish 

President Erdogan for helping with 

his release (112)
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However, they were released after 
talks between Erdogan and the 

leaders of the countries 
concerned.

Serkan Golge is still dismayed by 

the “garbage” evidence linking him 

to a failed coup. (111)

https://www.dw.com/en/erdogan-rules-out-releasing-german-turkish-journalist-yucel-as-long-as-i-am-in-power/a-38424975
https://stockholmcf.org/turkeys-erdogan-calls-on-us-to-extradite-gulen-in-return-for-us-pastor/
https://www.france24.com/en/20180216-turkey-frees-german-turkish-journalist-after-year-jail
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53012776
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/international/europe/167860-180217-german-turkish-journalist-leaves-turkey-after-year-in-jail
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-45842735
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/09/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-nasa-scientist-golge.htm


‘‘Thank God, our Justice 
Minister and prosecutors 
involved. We gave all the 

necessary instructions on it. 
They caught him, and he is 

now in prison!’’

European-based intelligence and security reports also reveal that the 
Erdogan administration has tried to spread the 

understanding of political Islam abroad, especially through the 
Directorate of Religious Affairs (Diyanet), and radicalized the 

pro-government mass (119).

EXPLICIT INTERVENTIONS TO THE JUDICIARY 
AND ONGOING THREATS TO THE WORLD

General Metin Iyidil, who was sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment 
for “Coup Attempt” and “Armed Terrorist Organization Membership”, was 
acquitted by the Ankara Regional Court of Justice, but was arrested 
again after Erdogan’s intervention in January 2020.

Bold Media: ‘‘Erdogan publicly acknowledges giving instructions to 
judiciary.’’ (114)

Following the release order, the Council of Judges and Prosecutors (HSK) 
opened an investigation against the Judges who had acquitted the 
General, and immediately changed their place of duty. (115)

Independent: “Europeans across the world will not be able to walk the 
streets safely if they keep up their current attitude towards Turkey” (116)
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(118)

(117)

PRESIDENT R.TAYYIP ERDOGAN 

https://www.vsse.be/sites/default/files/paragraphs/1-ra2020-fr-version10-single-light.pdf
https://boldmedya.com/en/2020/01/21/erdogan-publicly-acknowledges-giving-instructions-to-judiciary/
https://ipa.news/2020/01/19/general-re-arrested-as-erdogan-fumes-at-judges-for-freeing-him/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-germany-netherlands-warning-europeans-not-walk-safely-a7642941.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39242707
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/05/erdogan-accuses-germany-of-nazi-practices-over-blocked-election-rallies


MOST WANTED TERRORISTS

Turkish National Police has published “Terrorist Wanted List” (Terör Arananlar) in Turkish and English languages. 
(120) - (121)

The website categorizes wanted terrorists in 5 different colours and states that those who help capture 
perpetrators alive or dead will be rewarded up to the limit shown in the graph. 

The “Denunciation-Reward” system is also effective and dangerous in the process of locating and abducting the 
refugees.   
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http://en.terorarananlar.pol.tr/
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/FH_TransnationalRepressionReport2021_rev020221_CaseStudy_Turkey.pdf
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ABDUCTIONS FROM ABROAD & ILLEGAL DEPORTATIONS
So far, 107 Turkish citizens living abroad, including Kosovo, 

Moldova, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Gabon, Bahrain, Ukraine, 

Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Indonesia, Sudan, Myanmar, Iraq and 
Albania, have been abducted by Turkish National 

Intelligence Agency (MIT).

Presidential Spokesperson, Ibrahim
Kalın; “MIT operations abroad for
FETO members will continue” (4)

Erdogan critics kidnapped by Turkish intelligence in Kosovo 
were included in bogus terrorism probe (122)

Turkish Justice Minister; “107 FETO fugitives brought back to 
Turkey so far.” (123)

Daily Newspaper Yenişafak; “MIT makes life unbearable 
for traitors” (124)

Presidential Spokesperson, Ibrahim Kalın; “MIT operations 
abroad for FETO members will continue” (125)

See Solidarity with others’ report regarding illegal 
deportation. (126)

See Turkey Tribunal’s report on ‘‘Abductions in Turkey. (127)

https://nordicmonitor.com/2020/07/erdogan-critics-kidnapped-by-turkish-intelligence-in-kosovo-included-in-terrorism-indictment/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/107-feto-fugitives-brought-back-to-turkey-so-far/1431325
https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/mit-hainlere-dunyayi-dar-ediyor-3395236
https://www.tccb.gov.tr/en/spokesperson/1696/98669/statement-by-presidential-spokesperson-ibrahim-kalin-
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/illegal-deportations-extraditions
https://turkeytribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/AbductionsinTurkey_Turkey-Tribunal-Report_FINAL.pdf
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 YUSUF BILGE 
TUNÇ

MISSING SINCE 
6 AUGUST 2019

 HÜSEYIN GALİP 
KÜÇÜKÖZYIĞIT

MISSING SINCE 
29 DEC 2020

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES / MISSING PERSONS
‘Solidarity with Others’, Brussels based 

Non-Governmental Organization on defending and 
promoting human rights, remarked that “The practice 
of enforced disappearances, led either by security 
forces or by clandestine groups with the approval 
or knowledge of the authorities, is one of the most 
shameful stains on Turkey’s human rights record.”

According to data compiled by the Stockholm 
Centre for Freedom (SCF), and the above-mentioned 

NGO report, 26 people have been abducted as 
of April 2021 in Turkey since the controversial coup 

attempt in July 2016.

The Correctiv, a non-profit investigative newsroom in 
Europe, reported that the abductions have been run 

by Turkey’s National Intelligence Agency (MIT). 

The Torture Base of the National Intelligence Agency (MIT) called 
“Marşandiz” in the center of the Capital Ankara. (129)

The Correctiv, also reported that following the coup 
attempt in 2016, Turkey has established 

secret torture sites to interrogate abducted 
people. (128)

It is reported that the abductees were 
interrogated by the members of MIT with torture and 
were then handed over to Police units.  Yusuf Bilge 

Tunc and Huseyin Galip Kucukozyigit are among the 
kidnapped by the MIT while this 

brochure is being prepared. The authorities have 
not responded to the demands of the families. (130)

The Economist: Torture, abductions return to Turkey 
but international response is weak (131)

A few websites to review; (132), (133), (134)

https://www.tr724.com/mit-yoneticileri-itiraf-etti-cetenin-iskence-merkezine-yolculuk/
https://stockholmcf.org/enforced-disappearance-one-more-abduction-reported-in-turkey/
https://silencedturkey.org/take-action-enforced-disappearances-in-turkey-the-case-of-huseyin-galip-kucukozyigit
https://stockholmcf.org/the-economist-torture-abductions-return-to-turkey-but-international-response-is-weak/
https://turkeytribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Enforced_Disappearances_JointMonitoringReport_AnkaraBar.pdf
https://b2923f8b-dcd2-4bd5-81cd-869a72b88bdf.filesusr.com/ugd/b886b2_e59e82b397704cb3bf609c872c46c28d.pdf
https://b2923f8b-dcd2-4bd5-81cd-69a72b88bdf.filesusr.com/ugd/b886b2_ebc76426712d45438ac8c90bb4cb63f5.pdf


ABUSE OF INTERNATIONAL MECHANISMS
Turkey’s abuse of international mechanisms and cooperation agreement to seize its opponents abroad was 

revealed in many platforms.

EU warns; Turkey misuse INTERPOL 
(137)

Abuse Of The Interpol 
System By Turkey (138)

All Red Notice requests sent by Turkey after the coup attempt were rejected by Interpol as they lacked convinc-
ing legal evidence and were politically motivated. 

MEPs consider evidence that 
countries like Russia, China, 

Iran and Turkey are abusing 
the current system for political 

purposes. (139)

EU; “The need for more stringent legal 
safeguards” (140) Sweden, Germany urge EU to 

act against Turkey’s Interpol 
abuses (141)

Merkel Criticizes Turkey; 
“International Organizations 
must not be abused!” (142)
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https://tr.sputniknews.com/avrupa/201710051030438100-ab-interpol-kirmizi-bulten-uyari-turkiye-suistimal/
https://stockholmcf.org/abuse-of-the-interpol-system-by-turkey/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/nl/press-room/20171002IPR85138/interpol-arrest-orders-meps-request-a-review-of-the-system-to-prevent-abuses
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=23524&lang=en
https://turkeypurge.com/sweden-germany-urge-eu-to-act-against-turkeys-interpol-abuses
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-40995601


Misreports submitted to 
international institutions
The letter sent to the British Court;

The British Court rejected a case related to the extradition of three Turkish 
businessmen (Akin Ipek and others). According to open-source information, 
the Turkish Ministry of Justice sent a document to the British Court through 
its Counsellor, serving at the Turkish Embassy in London, to give the 
impression of a fair trial in Turkey and the rights of the extradited persons 
are respected. However, the document was in contradiction with the facts 
in Turkey. When the issue received media coverage, the Turkish Ministry of 
Justice claimed that the mentioned document was prepared and sent to 
the British Court by the Counsellor at his own initiative and outside the 
Ministry’s knowledge. 

“Ankara removed legal attaché of the London Embassy from duty.” (143)

This case showed that the Turkish authorities did not hesitate to mislead 
their counterparts. 
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https://ahvalnews.com/akin-ipek/ankara-removes-envoy-london-office-over-leak-media-tycoon-akin-ipek-case
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FRAUDULENT REPRESENTATION OF THE TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT AT THE ECHR HEARING

As a result of the amendment made to the Turkish Constitution on 20 May 2016, the parliamentary 
inviolability of 154 members was lifted. The parliamentary immunity of the 55 HDP members out of 59 
was removed, and 14 were placed in pre-trial detention. During the hearing held at the ECtHR, the 
Turkish Government stated by a pretence that the HDP members were not the only ones convicted in 
criminal proceedings after their immunity was lifted. At the hearing on 18 September 2019, a specific 
question was put to the parties on this issue of contention. While fraudulently repeating their argu-
ment, the Government could not prove that Parliament members belonging to the bloc of the ruling 
parties had also been convicted and/or deprived of their liberty. Therefore, the court decided that 
only opposition parties` members had been detained and/or convicted. (144)

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-207173
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ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW BARS & DETENTION OF 
LAWYERS

The systemic lack of independence of 
the judiciary in Turkey continues to be 
one of the most pressing and worrying 
issues; The lawyers are also subjected 
to investigations and arrest

HRW: Lawyers Arrested in Terror Probe
Abusive Mass Arrests Damage Rule of 
Law, Expose Detainees to Covid-19 
Risk (145)

On July 10, 2020, Turkey’s Parliament 
passed into law a bill amending Law 
No. 1136 on Legal Practitioners (LLP). 
The new law allows new bar associ-
ations to be established in populous 
provinces, and significantly changes 

the system for the distribution of 
delegates representing provincial bar 
associations in the Union of Turkish 
Bar Associations (UTBA). (146)

HRW: Turkish gov’t aims to diminish 
bar associations’ role as human rights 
watchdogs (147)

“As of today, more than 1.500 
lawyers have been prosecuted and 
605 lawyers arrested. So far, 441 
lawyers have been sentenced to a 
total of 2,728 years in prison on the 
grounds of membership of an armed 
terror organization or of spreading 
terrorist propaganda.”(148)

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/16/turkey-lawyers-arrested-terror-probe
https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/turkey-parliament-passes-major-amendments-to-law-on-legal-practitioners/
https://newsaboutturkey.com/2020/07/09/turkish-govt-aims-to-diminish-bar-associations-role-as-human-rights-watchdogs-hrw/
https://arrestedlawyers.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/mass-prosecution-of-lawyers-in-turkey-aug-2020.pdf
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DECISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND COURTS

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
(UN/WGAD) made a decision of “Violation of Right” 

regarding 43 applications from Turkey (149)

UN/WGAD: “In all the cases, the UN Working Group 
found that the detention of the concerned 

individuals was arbitrary, and they are being 
targeted on the basis of their political or other 
opinion.” (Opinion No. A/HRC/WGAD/2019/53, 

and Opinion No. A/HRC/WGAD/2018/78)  

The German Federal Constitutional Court regarded 
the possibility of torture and prison conditions as an 

obstacle to the extradition and emphasized that 
German administrative and judicial authorities should 

not contribute to the lawlessness. (Decision 2 BvR 
1832/19 dated December 4, 2019)

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has 
examined the application of 6 people who have 
been delivered to MIT by the Kosovo Government 

officials. In its report dated 25 September 2020 and 
numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2020/47, the Working Group 
asked the Turkish Government to immediately release 
the abducted persons and pay compensation. The 

Working Group stated that deprivation of their 
liberty was against the relevant articles of the 

International Convention on Human Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The Turkish judiciary’s disregard of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) rulings and the increasing 
non-compliance of the lower courts in the judgments of the Constitutional Court are serious concerns

https://tr.euronews.com/2021/01/09/bm-keyfi-tutuklamalar-cal-sma-grubu-turkiye-den-43-basvuruyla-ilgili-hak-ihlali-karar-verd
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UNEXECUTED DECISIONS 
OF THE DOMESTIC AND 

INTERNATIONAL 
COURTS

Journalists Can Dundar and Erdem Gul were released from prison after the 
Constitutional Court ruled that their rights had been violated. President 
Erdogan severely criticized the Court’s decision and said, “I do not abide 
by the decision or respect it.”

Independent: “Turkey’s president Erdogan rejects court ruling to free 
journalists” (150)

Reuters; ‘‘Turkish court keeps Kurdish politician Demirtas in jail despite ECtHR.’’
 (151)

ECtHR Decision on 20 November 2018; “Demirtas’s arrest is unfair! He was 
imprisoned with political motives. Must be released.” 

President Erdoğan (on the same day); “The decisions of the ECtHR do not 
bind us. We make our counter-move, we finish the job.” (152)

The ECtHR decided to release Demirtaş immediately on December 22, 2020. 
The ECtHR added that Demirtas’ continued detention on such similar grounds 
“would entail a prolongation of the violation of his rights”. (153)

The Turkish judiciary disregards the rulings of international organizations 
and courts.

The decisions of the European Court of Human Rights are not 
recognized/executed.

Non-compliance of lower courts with the judgments of the Constitutional 
Court is continuously increasing.

Erdogan: “European court ruling on jailed 
Kurdish politician ‘hypocritical’” (154)

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-recep-tayyip-erdogan-rejects-court-ruling-free-journalists-can-dundar-and-erdem-gul-a6901726.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN1NZ1IR
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-security-demirtas-idUSKCN1NP0WQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-echr-demirtas/european-court-of-human-rights-says-turkey-must-free-demirtas-idUSKBN28W1PJ
https://www.reuters.com/article/turkey-security-demirtas-int-idUSKBN28X160


 OSMAN KAVALA

64

184 DECISIONS ISSUED BY THE ECHR AGAINST TURKEY 
WAITING TO BE FULLY IMPLEMENTED

ECtHR: “The arrest of Osman Kavala is unfair and political. The right to freedom and security of the person has been 
violated.” (Decision No: 28749/18, 10 December 2019)
The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe made a call to Turkey and urged Turkey to implement the 
ECtHR’s ruling of right violation and to release him. (4 Sept 2020) (155)

Bianet Website; ‘‘Turkish Constitutional Court postpones reviewing Osman Kavala’s application’’
(29 Sept 2020) (156)

Erdogan; “Soros’s Turkey branch was behind the bars. They attempted to acquit him with a 
maneuver yesterday.“ (157)

Subsequently, an investigation was initiated by the Council of Judges (HSK) and Prosecutors 
against the court board that gave a verdict of acquittal for the defendants of Kavala and 
Gezi trial. (158)

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/implementing-echr-judgments-council-of-europe-urges-turkey-to-release-osman-kavala
https://m.bianet.org/bianet/law/231754-constitutional-court-postpones-reviewing-osman-kavala-s-application
https://m.bianet.org/english/politics/220275-president-erdogan-on-gezi-trial-they-attempt-to-acquit-him-with-a-maneuver
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-investigates-judges-involved-in-gezi-park-trial-acquittals/a-52435248
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SEE TURKEY 

TRIBUNAL’S REPORT ON 

“IMPUNITY IN TURKEY 

TODAY”(162)

Impunity turned into entrenched practice

In its 2019 report, The European Com-
mission underlined that the impunity 
for alleged cases of abductions, en-
forced disappearances, torture and 
ill-treatment, remains a serious concern 
in Turkey – noting that the Government 
“failed to take steps to investigate, 
prosecute, and punish members of the 
security forces and other officials ac-
cused of human rights abuses”. (159)

The Law on the National Intelligence 
Agency (MIT) has been amended by 
the Law No. 6532 of 2014. The amend-
ment provides MIT personnel with ef-
fective immunity from persecution unless 
the head of the intelligence agency 
issues a mandate. Therefore, the pro-
secutors do not have the authority to 
initiate ex-officio criminal investigation. 
(160)

Since 2012, the MIT has allegedly 
been involved in many crimes, including 
enforced disappearances, torture and 
ill-treatment. (161)

Decree No. 667 of 22 July 2016 
granted full immunity to state officials 
who would be subject to criminal 
investigation and prosecution.

Article 37 of Decree No. 668 of 25 July 
2016: “Legal, administrative, financial 
and criminal liabilities of the persons 
who have adopted decisions and 
executed decisions or measures to 
suppress the coup attempt and ter-
rorist actions performed on 15/7/2016 
and the ensuing actions, who have 
taken office within the scope of all kinds 
of judicial and administrative measures 
and who have adopted decisions and 
fulfilled relevant duties within the scope 
of the decree-laws promulgated 
during the period of the state of emer-
gency shall not arise from such deci-
sions taken, duties and acts performed”. 
 
The subsequent amendment, (Article 
121 of the Decree No.696) extended 

this immunity to civilians. The Parliament 
later approved these decrees as Laws 
Nos. 6749, 6755 and 7079 and 
added to Turkey’s broad counter
terrorism arsenal.
 
The Constitutional Court rejected the 
application for the annulment of these 
regulations (TCC Constitutionality 
Review, Plenary Assembly, Docket No. 
2016/205, Decision No. 2019/63, 24 
July 2019, paras. 130-137).

Emergency Decrees increased 
the risk of impunity

https://turkeytribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ImpunityinTurkey_Turkey-Tribunal-Report_FINAL.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/20190529-turkey-report.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/04/29/turkey-spy-agency-law-opens-door-abuse
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-asia/turkey/report-turkey/
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COVID-19 PUNISHMENT FOR 
POLITICAL INMATES

With the law numbered 7242 enacted on 14/4/2020, 
90,000 people arrested or convicted of ordinary crimes
were released from Turkish prisons due to the Covid-19 
epidemic that spread all over the world. However, 
political criminals, including the elderly, were excluded 
from the scope of the law. (163)

The Conversation; ‘‘President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, his AK 
Party and their ruling coalition partner have excluded those 
who are charged with terrorism from the law allowing the 
releases.’’ (164)

https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2020/04/20200415-15.pdf
https://theconversation.com/turkey-releasing-murderers-but-not-political-opponents-from-prison-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-136466
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MASS DETENTIONS
Police operations and mass detentions against the Gulen 
Movement have been going on for about 7 years and have 
gained significant momentum especially after the alleged coup 
attempt in 2016.

From 2014 to February 2021, over 5,000 police operations 
against members of the Gulen Movement were carried out. 
According to the reports of human rights organizations, 
this figure corresponds to an average of 3 operations per 
day and the detention of 73 people. For arbitrary deten-
tion see the link; (165), (166)

https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/mass-detentions
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/arbitrary-detention-and-arrest
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TURKEY’S ALGORITHM DESIGNED TO ROOT OUT 
GULENISTS; 

Are there any bureaucrats affiliated with the “FETO” organization 
among the person’s 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree relatives?
Did the person himself or his 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree relatives use the 
smartphone application “bylock”? 
Does the person himself or his 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree relatives have 
an account in Bank Asya?
Has the person completed his Master’s or Doctorate education in a 
university that was closed with a statutory decree?
Is there a Consultant or Jury member associated with “FETO” in the jury 
of the person’s Master or Doctorate Thesis?
Does the person have a disabled child? (The thought that religious 
people would not accept medical intervention for their children to-be 
born with disabilities.)
Does the person have 3 or more children? (The assessment that reli-
gious people will have many children)
How many foreign languages   does the person know well? (The more he 
knows, the more likely he is to be a “FETO” member)
Has the foreign language score of the individual increased in recent 
years? (If there is an increase, the “FETO” score increases)
Has the individual worked in international organizations?
 
Check out the links for twitter posts about ‘Fetometer’; (167), (168)

The government, which wanted to root out 
alleged “FETO” members from the Army under 

the pretext of the coup attempt, 
developed a program (software) called 

“FETOMETRE” to determine who the alleged 
“FETO” members were. According to this 

program consisting of 72 main and 253 sub 
criteria, military officers were scored by their 

superiors and colleagues based on 
following criteria. 

Each question was calculated according 
to a different score weight, and those who 
exceeded a certain score were deemed to 
be a “FETO” member, and expelled from the 

Army. They faced criminal 
roceedings. Some of these criteria were;

‘‘FETOMETER’’

https://twitter.com/HalisTuncMarine/status/1044390626261962752
https://twitter.com/AltinerAnil/status/1040173393482539010
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EXTRADITION AND/OR RED NOTICE REQUESTS AGAINST POLITICAL OPPONENTS 

Designating the opponents or critics of the Government as terrorists based on decisions made by 
Turkish courts is only the result of a political approach.

Based on the prohibition of torture in Article 3 of the ECHR, it is prohibited to send terror offenders 
to countries at risk of torture (Chahal / UK & Saadi / Italy Decision) (169)

UK, Brazil, Spain, and Romania rejected Turkey’s request for extradition on the grounds that the 
charges are politically motivated.

European Convention on Extradition, Article 3: 
(Political Offenses);

“Extradition shall not be granted if the offence in 
respect of which it is requested is regarded by the 

requested Party as a political offence or as an 
offence connected with a political offence.

The same rule shall apply if the requested Party has 
substantial grounds for believing that a request for 

extradition for an ordinary criminal offence has been 
made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a 
person on account of his race, religion, nationality or 
political opinion, or that that person’s position may be 

prejudiced for any of these reasons.” 

International Convention for the Suppression of the 
Financing of Terrorism, Article 15; 

‘‘Nothing in this convention shall be interpreted as 
imposing an obligation to extradite or to afford 

mutual legal assistance, if the requested State Party 
has substantial grounds for believing that the request 
for extradition for offences set forth in article 2  or for 

mutual legal assistance with respect to such 
offences has been made for the purpose of 

prosecuting or punishing a person on account of that 
person’s race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin or 

political opinion or that compliance with the request 
would cause prejudice to that person’s position for 

any of these reasons.’’

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Expulsions_Extraditions_TUR.pdf
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CONCLUSION

Turkey`s extradition requests should be rejected until the 
rule of law is re-established in the country!

International courts and institutions have been questioning the 
credibility of Turkey’s judiciary.

There is no longer an independent judiciary and a fair trial in 
Turkey.

Today’s Turkey is one of the largest prisons of the world for 
journalists, academics, teachers, doctors, military and police 
officers, as well as ordinary people. 

Accusing the opponents or critics of the Government as 
terrorists based on the decisions made by Turkish courts is 
only the result of a political approach.
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SUMMARY
On and after 17/25 December 2013, the judicial 

operations carried out against Erdogan, some execu-

tives, and their relatives regarding bribery, corruption, 

and the financing of international terrorism left Erdogan 

and his cadre facing severe lawsuits. 

Following these investigations, which would have politi-

cal and legal consequences, Erdogan and the AK Party 

began to liquidate all opponents, especially those who 

are claimed to be affiliated with the Gulen Movement.

Erdogan first redesigned the police and the judicial 

system, and later almost all state institutions for this 

unlawful purpose. 

Since the justice mechanism in Turkey came under Erdo-

gan’s influence, no justice and a fair trial remained in 

Turkey. 600,000 people were investigated on terrorism 

charges.

The state`s fundamental institutions were either abolished 

or transformed and filled with pro-government people.

The media was silenced.

Following the military coup attempt on 15 July 2016, 

Erdogan Administration dismissed around 150,000 state 

servants, closed media outlets, schools, universities, hos-

pitals, military and police colleges with Emergency 

Decrees. Erdogan was elected “President” in the political 

atmosphere he created. He monopolized the powers of 

the Parliament with the votes of his own party and the 

Nationalist Movement Party (MHP).

The current Government continues to aggravate human 

rights violations and does not comply with the decisions 

of international organizations, such as ECtHR and the 

UN. Despite this fact, it seeks the extradition of the oppo-

nents by abusing bilateral cooperation agreements and 

international mechanisms. 

The extradition requests for the Government`s political 

rivals appear to be baseless and politically 

motivated.

Therefore, Turkey`s extradition requests should be 

rejected until the rule of law is re-established in the 

country!
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